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Whitman-Hanson Education Foundation’s

2nd Annual Adult Spelling Bee

Thursday, March 29, 2012
Whitman-Hanson Regional High School Performing Arts Center

6:30-9:30pm 

16TH Annual Brookline Spelling Bee • ENTRY FORM

To participate in the Spelling Bee, please complete the entry form and return it by Tuesday, March 20th, 2012 along with the entry fee (see below) to:

Whitman-Hanson Education Foundation

PO Box 270

Whitman, MA 02382

TEAM NAME: ____________________________________________________

TEAM CAPTAIN

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________ Email: ________________________________

ENTRY FEE • $150.00 PER TEAM (Plus *Mulligan Fee)
All contributions are tax-deductible. Make checks payable to the Whitman-Hanson Education Foundation.
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES •Tuesday, March 20th, 2012.  Please call us at (781) 294-1261 or email us at info@wheducationfoundation.org with any questions.

We encourage teams to get into the spirit of the Spelling Bee by coming up with creative names for their teams and wearing costumes, crazy hats etc., to identify their team.  A prize will be given to the team with the best costume as well as to the team that wins the Spelling Bee.

*Upon missing the spelling of one word, a team is eliminated unless they have purchased a Mulligan. If you misspell a word, and you have purchased a Mulligan you can hand in your Mulligan afterwards and stay in that round. You can buy a Mulligan when you send in your Bee Application.  Each Mulligan is $50 and a team can purchase up to two Mulligans. Mulligans cannot be transferred to other teams and cannot be used in the championship round. We will provide you with the Mulligans in your Bee Packet on the night of the Bee. 
If you miss the deadline, please contact as soon as you are able.  We may still be able to accommodate your team.
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Whitman-Hanson Education Foundation General Spelling Bee Rules

· Each team will consist of two to eight members, including the captain. There are eight swarms in the Spelling Bee and up to eight teams compete in each swarm. 
· The Pronouncer will pronounce the word, give the definition of the word, use it in a sentence and pronounce the word once more. Participants in each round may ask the Pronouncer to pronounce the word one additional time, but no more.
· Team members may collaborate on the spelling of the word. Each team will have 30 seconds to spell the word by writing it on the white boards distributed to each team at the beginning of the Spelling Bee. Following one warning, any team that does not hold up the white board when the Judges call for it will be eliminated. 

· Upon missing the spelling of one word, a team is eliminated unless they have purchased a Mulligan. If you misspell a word, and you have purchased a Mulligan you can hand in your Mulligan afterwards and stay in that round. 
· A swarm is over when all but one team is eliminated. The winner of each swarm will compete in the Championship Swarm. Only one team from each swarm may participate in the Championship Swarm. In the event of a tie, the Pronouncer shall give additional words to the teams that have tied until a winner emerges from the swarm. If no team in a particular swarm spells a word correctly, the Pronouncer shall give additional words until one team wins.

· The winner of each swarm shall participate in the Championship Swarm. This swarm will be conducted like the other swarms with one difference. The Pronouncer will give words until all but two teams are eliminated. If a word results in the elimination of all but one team, that word will not count. The Pronouncer shall give additional words until two teams are remaining. After all but two teams have been eliminated, the final two teams shall compete to determine the winner of the Bee. The winner will be declared after one of the two teams spells one word incorrectly. Mulligans may not be used in the Championship Swarm.
· Webster's Third New International Dictionary (Unabridged), the official Bee
dictionary, is the source for spelling and pronunciation. Spelling includes the correct placement of any additional characters such as hyphens, accent marks, or apostrophes.

The Pronouncers will make the final decision on all questions, including disputes concerning pronunciation. There will be no appeals. 
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Whitman-Hanson Education Foundation’s Annual Spelling Bee Team Rules

All teams must follow the following procedures: 

1. All teams should have a designated Speller who will write the response on the white board. This person does not have to be the Captain. 

2. The Pronouncer will pronounce the word, define it, and use it in a sentence and then repeat it. Any team participating in a "swarm" may ask the Pronouncer to repeat the word one more time, but no more. 

3. You have 30 seconds to spell the designated word. When the Judges call time, all markers must be put down and white boards must be held up and shown to the Judges. Any team continuing to write after time is called or attempting to change the word as written on the white board will be disqualified. If the word as written is illegible or if letters are ambiguous, the word will be treated as misspelled. 

4. Do not erase your white board until you have been told whether or not the word is spelled correctly. If a team erases the white board too soon, it may be disqualified. If a team attempts to rewrite the word on the white board, the team will be disqualified. 

5. If you have spelled the word correctly, please prepare for the next word. 

6. A team can request the first three letters of a word once per swarm by handing their #1 sign to the Spelling Bee Support Staff.

7. If you have spelled the word incorrectly, please hand in your white board to the Judges. If you have spelled the word incorrectly and you purchased a Mulligan, please hand the Mulligan to the Judges and prepare for the next word. Your team is eliminated after spelling one word incorrectly unless you have unused Mulligans. 
8. If your team is eliminated, please wait until the end of your swarm before leaving the stage.

These procedures and the official rules will govern at the Spelling Bee. The Judges shall resolve any disputes. There will be no appeals. The Judges may resort to whatever remedies are necessary, as the situation demands. 

